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This document contains both an assessment highlights report on the 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies 
Achievement Test and a full release of test items from the 2005 achievement test. 


The assessment highlights report provides information about the test overall, test blueprints, and student 
performance on the achievement test that was administered in 2007. Also provided is commentary on areas 
of strength and weakness in student performance at the acceptable standard and the standard of excellence 
on selected items (from the 2007 achievement test). This information is intended for teachers and is best 
used in conjunction with the multi-year and detailed school reports that are available to schools via the 
extranet. Beginning in 2007, assessment highlights reports will be mailed to school administrators every 
year in the fall. 


The released items include the 50 multiple-choice questions that formed the 2005 Grade 6 Social Studies 
Achievement Test. These released items are available only in print form because of copyright limitations. 
Also included are a test blueprint and an answer key that includes the difficulty, reporting category, test 
section, and item description for each test item. These materials, along with the Program of Studies and 
Subject Bulletin, provide information that can be used to inform instructional practice. 


Released items from previously secured tests have been made available to teachers in print form. Print 
versions of released items, which contained approximately 25% of the total number of test items from 
previously secured tests, were mailed to school administrators each fall from 2004 to 2006. 


Every second year, beginning in the fall of 2007, released items for all achievement testing subjects and 
grades (except grades 6 and 9 Social Studies; grades 3,6,9 Francais/French Language Arts; and grade 9 
Knowledge and Employability) will be mailed to school administrators as an attachment to the assessment 
highlights report for that year. In this way, teachers of these courses will receive complete forms of 
achievement tests. Because the 1989 programs of study for Grade 6 and Grade 9 Social Studies will be 
replaced by new programs of study in the 2009-2010 school year, there will be no items released in the 
fall of 2009 for these two courses. 


For further information, contact Robyn Pederson, Grade 6 Humanities Examination Manager, at 
Robyn.Pederson@gov.ab.ca, Sandy Myshak, Grade 6 Humanities Examiner, at Sandy.Myshak@gov.ab.ca, 
or Jo-Anne Hug, Director, Achievement Testing, at Jo-Anne.Hug(a)gov.ab.ca at Learner Assessment, or 
call (780) 427-0010. To call toll-free from outside Edmonton, dial 310-0000. 


The Alberta Education Internet address is www.education.gov.ab.ca. 


Copyright 2007, the Crown in Right of Alberta, as represented by the Minister of Education, Alberta Education, 
Learner Assessment, 44 Capital Boulevard, 10044 108 Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 5E6, and its licensors. 
All rights reserved. 


Special permission is granted to Alberta educators only to reproduce, for educational purposes and on a non- 
profit basis, parts of this document that do not contain excerpted material. 


Excerpted material in this document shall not be reproduced without the written permission of the original 
publisher (see credits, where applicable). 
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The 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test 


This report provides teachers, school administrators, and the public with an overview of the performance 
of those students who wrote the 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test. It complements the 
detailed school and jurisdiction reports. 


How Many Students Wrote the Test? 
A total of 37,148 students wrote the 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test. 


What Was the Test Like? 


The 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test consisted of 50 multiple-choice questions based on 
three social studies topics: Topic A—Local Government, Topic B—Greece: An Ancient Civilization, 
and Topic C—China: A Pacific Rim Nation. 


How Well Did Students Do? 


The percentages of students meeting the acceptable standard and the standard of excellence in 2007 
compared with 2006 are shown in the graphs below. Out of a total score of 50 on the test, the provincial 
average was 34.4/50 (68.8%). The results presented in this report are based on scores achieved by all 
students who wrote the test except those in French Immersion and Francophone programs; results for 
these students are reported separately. Detailed provincial assessment results are provided in school and 
jurisdiction reports. 
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2006 Achievement Standards: The percentage of students in the province who met the acceptable standard and the 
standard of excellence on the 2006 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test (based on those who wrote). 
77 2007 Achievement Standards: The percentage of students in the province who met the acceptable standard and the 
standard of excellence on the 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies Acnievement Test (based on those who wrote). 


2007 Test Blueprint and Student Achievement 


In 2007, 86.496 of students who wrote the test achieved the acceptable standard on the Grade 6 Social 
Studies Achievement Test, and 25.8% of students who wrote achieved the standard of excellence. These 
results are consistent with previous administrations of the achievement test. 


Student achievement on the 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test averaged 34.4 out of a total 
score of 50 (68.8%). 


The blueprint below shows the reporting categories and test sections (curricular content areas) by which 
2007 summary data are reported to schools and school authorities, and the provincial average of student 
achievement by both raw score and percentage. 


Reporting Category 
Knowledge Skills Provincial 
eS cu NOE NE E E SEE. Student 
Test Sections Understands Locating, Organizing, | Achievement 
(Curricular Content Areas) Generalizations, Interpreting, Average 
Concepts, Related Analyzing, Raw Score and 
Concepts, Terms, Synthesizing, and Percentage 
and Facts Evaluating 
Local Government : 
e Needs - Government 113/17 
e Local Government 
: : 66.5% 
e Democracy, Rights, ( d. 
Responsibilities, Lobby Groups 
Greece: An Ancient Civilization 
e Needs 
e Environment, Beliefs/Values, Class 11.6/17 
Structure 
wor (68.2 %) 
e Civilization 
China: A Pacific Rim Nation 
e Pacific Rim 
e Communication Technology 11.5/16 
e Sharing (71.9%) 
Provincial Student Achievement 13.7/20 20.7/30 Total Test 
Average Raw Score and Percentage Raw Score 
(68.5%) (69.0%) 34.4/50 


Commentary on 2007 Student Achievement 


The following is a discussion of specific areas of strength and weakness demonstrated by students who 
wrote the 2007 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test. Sample questions from the 2007 achievement 
test are provided to highlight these areas for students meeting the acceptable standard and for those 
meeting the standard of excellence. For each sample question, the keyed answer is marked with an 
asterisk. These questions are no longer secured and will not be reused on future achievement tests. 


Multiple choice question 2 appears in the content area Greece: An Ancient Civilization and is 
classified as a Knowledge question. 


2. The Ancient Greeks created myths about gods and goddesses mainly to 


A. describe their environment 
B. maintain a system of class structure 
*C. explain events that occurred in nature 
D. describe how their city-state was organized 


Of all the students who wrote the test , 65.3% of the students answered correctly. Students needed to use 
their prior knowledge of Ancient Greek culture in order to successfully answer this question. Option A 
was chosen by 6.7% of the students. Option B was chosen by 16.9% of the students. Option D was 
chosen by 10.9% of the students. About 64.6% of students who met the acceptable standard were able 
to answer this question correctly, whereas approximately 87.4% of students who achieved the standard 
of excellence chose the correct response. 


Multiple choice question 7 appears in the content area Greece: An Ancient Civilization and is 
classified as a Skill question. 


Citizen of “In Athens, the power is in the hands of the people. All 
Athens citizens can debate and vote on laws at the assembly." 
T “In Sparta, government is controlled by a committee of 

Citizen of . 

S five men. The committee ensures that people do as they 
parta » 
are told. 

Citizen of “Our representatives are elected by secret ballot. The 
Canada elected representatives make decisions for the people." 

Citizen of In recent years, our government has made changes that 


^ have provided people with greater choices and more 
China ; ; B e 
freedoms in their daily lives. 


7. Which of the following types of needs do the citizens’ comments most clearly describe? 


*A. Social needs 
B. Physical needs 
C. Emotional needs 
D. Psychological needs 


Of all the students who wrote the test, 61.8% of the students answered correctly. Students needed to 
analyze information from speakers to identify social needs in order to successfully answer this question. 
Option B was chosen by 14.8% of the students. Option C was chosen by 4.4% of the students. Option D 
was chosen by 18.9% of the students. About 61.4% of students who met the acceptable standard were 
able to answer this question correctly, whereas approximately 78.696 of students who achieved the 
standard of excellence chose the correct response. 


Multiple choice question 25 appears in the content area Local Government, and is classified as a 
Knowledge question. 


25. Which of the following actions would be the most effective method that members of local 
government could use to help them to understand an issue? 


*A. Conducting a survey 
B. Signing a petition 
C. Passing a law 
D. Paying taxes 


This question was easier than the previous two questions, with 69.9% of all of the students who wrote the 
test choosing the correct answer. Students needed to use prior knowledge to identify an action that would 
be an effective method for local government to use to understand an issue in order to successfully answer 
this question. Option B was chosen by 15.6% of the students. Option C was chosen by 10.7% of the 
students. Option D was chosen by 3.7% of the students. About 74.6% of students who met the 
acceptable standard were able to answer this question correctly, whereas approximately 92.596 of 
students who met the standard of excellence chose the correct response. 


Multiple choice question 31 appears in the content area Local Government, and is classified as a Skill 
question. 


The following table was used to answer question 31. 


The following comments were made by citizens at a town council meeting. 


Anne “I read an article in the local newspaper that indicated there was 
a problem with litter in the local park. It 1s the town's 
responsibility to keep the park clear for children's use." 


Rafik “I believe the population of our town has increased so much that 
we need a larger post office." 


Sun-Yee * According to the last budget report, the renovations to the 
town swimming pool were paid for with money collected by a 
tax increase." 


Daniel “I think that we need additional recreation facilities. I believe it 
would help make our town a better place to live. I want my 
taxes to be used for facilities I use." 


31. Which of the following issues is most strongly reflected in the four citizens’ 
comments? 


A. What rights should citizens have? 
B. How should citizens resolve issues? 
*C. What services should government provide? 
D. How should citizens become involved in government? 


This question was more difficult than the previous one, with 61.4% of all of the students answering 
correctly. Students needed to synthesize information from speakers’ comments to identify an issue in 
order to successfully answer this question. Option A was chosen by 10.6% of the students. Option B was 
chosen by 14.2% of the students. Option D was chosen by 13.7% of the students. About 62.4% of 
students who met the acceptable standard were able to answer this question correctly, whereas 
approximately 84.196 of students who met the standard of excellence chose the correct response. 


Multiple choice question 45 appears in the content area China: A Pacific Rim Nation, and is classified 
as a Knowledge question. 


45. Which of the following statements best describes traditional farming methods in 
China? 


A. Chemical fertilizers were used. 

B. Industrial techniques were used. 

C. Irrigation was done mostly by machines. 
*D.  Harvesting was done mostly by workers. 


This question was easier than the previous ones, with 83.5% of all of the students who wrote the test 
choosing the correct answer. Students needed to identify a traditional farming method in China in order 
to successfully answer this question. Option A was chosen by 4.8% of the students. Option B was 
chosen by 6.8% of the students. Option C was chosen by 4.7% of the students. About 88.4% of students 
who met the acceptable standard were able to answer this question correctly, whereas approximately 
97.7% of students who met the standard of excellence chose the correct response. 


Multiple choice question 49 appears in the content area China: A Pacific Rim Nation, and is classified 
as a Skill question. 


Li Shu was taught long-established agricultural methods by his father. He has found 
honour in farming the same way that his father and grandfather did. Li Shu recently 
learned a modern method that would improve wheat production. 


49. The information above suggests a conflict between 


*A. tradition and change 
B. tradition and family role 
C. government and technology 
D. government and family role 


This question was more difficult than the previous one, with 61.496 of all the students who wrote the test 
choosing the correct answer. Students needed to interpret information to identify different perspectives 
regarding agricultural methods in China. Option B was chosen by 26.5% of the students. Option C was 
chosen by 6.0% of the students. Option D was chosen by 6.1% of the students. About 62.2% of students 
who met the acceptable standard were able to answer this question correctly, whereas approximately 
92.9% of students who met the standard of excellence chose the correct response. 


Achievement Testing Program Support Documents 


The Alberta Education web site contains several documents that provide valuable information about 
various aspects of the Achievement Testing Program. To access these documents, go to the Alberta 
Education web site at www.education.gov.ab.ca. On the home page, click on "Kindergarten to 
Grade 12," scroll down and click on “Provincial Testing," and then click on the link for 
“Achievement Tests." On the “Achievement Tests" web page, you can access the following 
documents: 


Achievement Testing Program General Information Bulletin 


The General Information Bulletin reflects a compilation of several documents produced by Alberta 
Education and is intended to provide superintendents, principals, and teachers with easy access to 
information about all aspects of the achievement testing program. Sections in the bulletin contain 
information pertaining to schedules and significant dates; security and test rules; test administration 
and directives; test accommodations; field testing; resources and web documents; calculator and 
computer policies; test marking and results; samples, forms, and letters; and Learner Assessment 
contacts. 


Subject Bulletins 


At the beginning of each school year, Subject Bulletins are posted on the Alberta Education web 
site for all achievement testing subjects for grades 3, 6, and 9. Each bulletin provides descriptions 
of assessment standards, test design and blueprinting, and (for grades 3, 6, and 9 English Language 
Arts) scoring guides as well as suggestions for preparing students to write the tests and information 
about how teachers can participate in test development activities. 


Writing Samples 


For achievement tests in grades 3, 6, and 9 English Language Arts, writing samples have been 
designed to be used by teachers and students to enhance students’ writing and to assess this writing 
relative to the standards inherent in the scoring guides for the Part A: Writing achievement tests. 
The writing samples documents contain sample responses with scoring rationales, student self- 
assessment checklists, and scoring categories and criteria for the writing assignments. 


Previous Achievement Tests and Answer Keys 


AII January achievement tests (parts A and B) for Grade 9 semestered students are secured and 
must be returned to Alberta Education. All May/June achievement tests are secured except for Part 
A of grades 3, 6, and 9 English Language Arts. Unused or extra copies of only these Part A tests 
may be kept at the school after administration. 


Parent Guides 


Each school year, print versions of the Parent Guide to Provincial Achievement Testing for grades 
3, 6, and 9 are mailed to schools and posted on the Alberta Education web site. Each guide presents 
answers to frequently asked questions about the achievement testing program, descriptions and 
sample questions for each achievement testing subject, and excerpts from the Curriculum 
Handbook for Parents identifying what students should know and be able to do in each subject by 
the end of grades 3, 6, and 9. 


Involvement of Teachers 


Teachers of grades 3, 6, and 9 are encouraged to take part in a variety of activities related to the 
achievement testing program. These activities include item development, test validation, field 
testing, and marking. In addition, regional consortia can make arrangements for teacher in-service 
workshops on topics such as Interpreting Achievement Test Results to Improve Student Learning. 


2005 Test Blueprint and Item Descriptions 


The following blueprint shows the reporting categories and test sections (curricular content areas) 
by which questions were classified on the 2005 Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test. 


Question Distribution 
by Test Section 
(Curricular Content 
Areas) 


Question Distribution 


Generalizations, 
Concepts, Related 
Concepts, Terms, and 
Facts 


by Reporting Category 
Knowledge Skills 
Understands Locating, Organizing, 


Interpreting, Analyzing, 
Synthesizing, and 
Evaluating 


Number and 
Proportion of 
Questions 


Local Government 


e Needs — 
Government 


e Local Government 


e Democracy, Rights, 
Responsibilities, 
Lobby Groups 


118.50. 22, 23,27, 
28, 29, 30, 34 


Greece: An Ancient 
Civilization 
e Needs 


e Environment, 
Beliefs/Values, 
Class Structure 


e Civilization 


1, 3, 4, 5, 12, 14, 15 


18, 24, 26, 31, 33, 21, 
23, 32 


17 
(34.0%) 


2, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 
13, 16, 17, 


17 
(34.094) 


China: A Pacific Rim 
Nation 


e Pacific Rim 


e Communication 
Technology 


e Sharing 


43, 44, 46, 47, 48, 


35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 
41, 42, 45, 49, 50 


16 
(32.0%) 


Proportion of Score 


21 


29 


50 


The table below provides information about each question: the keyed response, the difficulty of the 
item (the percentage of students who answered the question correctly), the reporting category, the 
language function, and the item description. 


^ Diff. | Reporting ee jas 
Question | Key " Cat Content Area Item Description 
o ategory 
(Concept) 
B 13.5 Ancient Identify an example of social needs in Ancient 
l K Greece Greece | 
D 76.8 Ancient Locate information using an index from part of 
2 S Greece a book 
; Recognize how the environment (climate) 
3 C 77.1 K is affected the way in which individual's needs 
were met 
B 61.9 Ancient Recognize ways that the Ancient Greeks have 
4 K Greece affected Western civilization 
A 74.7 Ancient Recognize the role of historians in helping to | 
5 S Greece learn about ancient civilizations 
C 60.5 Ancient Interpret information about Ancient Greece to 
6 S Greece draw a conclusion (needs) || 
A 911 Ancient Analyze information from speakers' comments 
7 S Greece to draw a conclusion (Ancient Greece) 
" A 47.7 Ancient Use the latitude-longitude grid system to locate 
| Greece a place on a map 
B 15.0 Ancient Use scale to compute distance between points 
9 l S Greece on a map 
Ancient Interpret information to distinguish between 
10 ” i S Greece fact and opinion 
Ancient Analyze information from speakers comments 
1] B a S Greece to draw a conclusion about customs over time 
A 67.8 Ancient Identify an important democratic practice that 
12 K Greece life was based on in Ancient Greece 
C 60.2 Ancient Select information to distinguish between fact 
13 S Greece and historical fiction 
; Recognize how the environment affected the gi 
Ancient : Kui. qiiia. i 
14 B 51.4 K Giese way in which individual's needs were met 
(Ancient Greece) 
C 61.0 Ancient Identify an example of how psychological needs 
15 S Greece were met in Ancient Greece cal 
16 C 77.4 S eie Locate an event on a time line 
i Interpret given information to make an zu 
Ancient ‘ M uper ; i 
17 D 74.5 S enin inference about distinguishing class in Ancient 
Greece 
Local Locate the site of Canada's federal government 
18 v ii S Government | on a map 
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; Diff. | Reporting turgcular "Man 
Question | Key % Category Content Area Item Description 
(Concept) 
B 74.1 Local Identify different positions of individuals in a 
19 K Government | local government 
Local Identify the rights of a citizen in Canada's 
20 p sid K Government ride : 
| B 58.2 Local Evaluate information to form a conclusion 
21 S Government | relative to citizens’ actions 
A 71.9 Local Identify examples of needs met by provincial 
22 o o K Government | government 
Local Identify how governments raise money to meet 
23 i me K Government | needs : : : 
Local Interpret information to distinguish between 
24 H | a S Government | fact and opinion 
B 84.3 Local Evaluate information to draw a conclusion 
25 i S Government | (recognizing agreement) 
Leal Interpret information from speakers' comments 
26 B 84.4 S Government | P an issue to draw a conclusion (local 
government) 
C 56.2 Local Recognize that lobby groups can exert power on 
27 i K Government | elected officials 
28 D 57.4 K oou t Identify leaders of the provincial government 
5 D 68.4 a Local Identify examples of services provided by local 
Government | government 
så A 63.9 m Local Recognize ways that people can take part in 
MD DRAN Government | government 
B 50.3 Local Interpret information from speakers' comments 
31 re S Government | to determine support for an opinion with facts 
boca] Synthesize information from speakers' 
32 B 51.7 S Government | Comments to draw a conclusion about citizens' 
participation in government 
Local Interpret a map using the latitude-longitude 
33 y EN S Government | grid system 
Local Recognize that political decisions form the basis 
34 c da K Government | of bylaws 
Synthesize information from two maps to 
35 A 57.9 S China identify a relationship (landforms and 
population density) 
Synthesize information from two maps to infer 
36 C 71.7 S China a relationship (landforms and population 
density) 
' Interpet speakers' comments to draw a 
37 i e S tu Mundum to identify a concern being expressed 


1] 


ed 


Diff. | Reporting susie toa: 
Question | Key o; : Cateror Content Area Item Description 
x Bory (Concept) 
A 85.9 China Analyze information to compare speakers' 
38 l S comments to identify common point of view 
A 54.2 Synthesize information from speakers' 
39 S China comments to identify main issues in a conflict 
— C cu Er 
; Analyze information to draw a conclusion 
40 A 75.2 S China (China) 
| 
Interpret information to make an inference 
4] C 18.3 S China (China) 
Evaluate information from speakers’ comments 
42 D 71.7 S China to draw a conclusion relative to sharing between 
countries 
: Identify reasons for the growing 
43 5 inis K sine interdependence of Pacific Rim countries 
44 C 64.9 K China Identify examples of Pacific Rim countries 
C 86.4 Chi Organize information to select a graph that 
45 l S ne represents the information presented in a chart 
; Recognize that the physical environment of a 
46 F) = K sama country affects the way needs are met (China) 
; Identify examples of sharing between China 
47 D 68.7 K China Mant dem 
. Recognize how technology affects the way 
48 * PR J K Chima needs are met (China) 
; Interpret information to make an inference 
49 A 59.0 S China (China) 
: Evaluate information to make a generalization 
50 s a S nds to identify main idea 


2005 Achievement Test 


The readings and questions presented in this document are from the previously secured 2005 Grade 
6 Social Studies Achievement Test and are representative of the questions that form these tests. 
These readings and questions are released by Alberta Education. 


Grade 6 Achievement Test 
2005 


Social Studies 


13 


Use the following drawings to answer question 1. 


` 


SN 
md 


III. Farming IV. Playing Music 
1. Which of the drawings above shows a social need being met in Ancient Greece? 
A. Drawing I 
B. Drawing II 
C. Drawing III 
D. Drawing IV 


Use the following information to answer question 2. 


Part of the Index from a Book About Ancient Greece 
acropolis 20, 40 democracy 22 Olympic Games 29, 30 
agora 10, 24, 25 drama 32, 33 Plato 6, 8, 10 
assembly 22, 23 education 13 slaves 11 
beekeeping 6 gods 34, 35, 36 temples 36, 37 
citizen 20, 22 houses 16, 17 weaving 18 
city-state 20, 21 music 12, 13, 30, 31 
coins 21 


Information about the rights of women in Ancient Greece would most likely be found 
on 


page 12 
page 13 
page 18 
page 22 


eos» 


The type of clothing worn by the Ancient Greeks was mainly influenced by 


natural resources 
religious beliefs 
climate 

style 


eos» 


Which of the following aspects of modern Western society did Ancient Greek 
civilization most strongly influence? 


A. Religion 

B. Government 

C. Family roles 

D. Sporting events 


The work of a historian mainly involves 


A. studying records of events in the past 

B. predicting the future based on past events 
C. digging up the remains of old civilizations 
D. examining artifacts to see how people lived 


Use the following comments to answer questions 6 and 7. 


“Olives were important to the Ancient Greeks. They were 
Speaker I grown mainly to produce olive oil. Olive oil was used 
for cooking and for lamp fuel." 


“The Ancient Greeks used olive oil to trade with other 
Speaker II countries. They traded olive oil for items such as purple 
dye and spices." 


"Ancient Greeks used olive oil to make offerings to the 
Speaker III gods. I think they hoped it would help their prayers reach 
Mt. Olympus." 


Speaker IV “The Ancient Greeks used olive oil as a perfume. I suppose 
they liked the way it made them smell." 


6. Which speaker most clearly makes reference to olive oil being used to satisfy a 
psychological need? 


A. Speaker I 
B. Speaker II 
C. Speaker III 
D. Speaker IV 


7. Which of the following conclusions can best be supported by the comments above? 


The Ancient Greeks used olive oil for many purposes. 

The Ancient Greeks built ports from which to ship olive oil. 

The Ancient Greeks improved their lifestyle by trading olive oil. 
The Ancient Greeks had limited farmland on which to grow olives. 


709» 
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Use the following map to answer questions 8 and 9. 


The approximate location of Olympia is 


A. 38°N 22°E 
B. 34°N 22°E 
C. 23°N 34°E 
D. 23°N 38°E 


The direct distance between Sparta and Athens is 


A. 100km 
B. 150km 
C. 200km 
D. 250km 


Use the following comments to answer questions 10 and 11. 


Melina | « wil} soon be old enough to be married. My father 


Ancient Athens | Vill choose my future husband." 


Theodora | “When I’m married, my duty will be to take care of 
my children. It is my responsibility to look after my 
Ancient Sparta husband's house while he is in the military." 


Stacey | "When I’m older, I will decide whom I will marry. 
I plan to have a career and raise a family. My future 
Alberta Today husband and I will share the household chores together." 


y;| | will be the first woman in my family to choose her 
own husband. My parents were brought together by 
China Today a matchmaker hired by their families. I think people 
should be able to choose whom they marry." 


Which of the speakers above expresses an opinion? 


Melina 
Theodora 
Stacey 
Yi 


709» 


Which of the following conclusions is supported by the comments above? 


Western civilizations put a great deal of importance on careers. 

Ancient Greek traditions influenced the role of women in Canada today. 
Family life plays an important role in class structure throughout the world. 
Customs related to marriage have changed over time and from place to place. 


209» 


Male citizens in Ancient Athens participated in the democratic process mainly by 


voting on issues 

defending their city 

attending social functions 

following a system of class structure 


SOR 
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13. 


14. 


15. 


Use the following list to answer question 13. 


Four Events in Ancient Greece 


I In about 1500 BC, Greece was divided into 
several separate kingdoms ruled by warrior 
kings. 


II The first Olympic Games took place in 
Olympia in 776 BC. 


HI In about 750 BC, Homer completed the 
Odyssey, a story in which Odysseus fights 
the Cyclops. 


IV The first democratic government in Ancient 
Athens was formed in 508 BC. 


Which of the events above makes reference to a fictional incident? 


Event I 
Event II 
Event III 
Event IV 


ens» 


The main reason that Ancient Greece consisted of many small city-states is that 
Ancient Greece 


was separated into small areas by rivers 

was separated into small areas by mountains 

consisted of small areas of people who spoke different languages 
consisted of small areas of people who worshipped different gods 


ense» 


One of the ways in which the Ancient Greeks met their psychological needs was by 


> 


participating in government 
B. learning an occupation 

C. holding festivals 

D. making laws 


16. 


17. 


Use the following chart to answer question 16. 
Ancient Greek Philosophers 


Name Born 
Aristotle 384 BC 
Plato 428 BC 
Socrates 469 BC 
Thales 624 BC 


S T U V W 


BC AD 
700 600 500 400 300 200 100 100 


The letter on the time-line that indicates the year in which Socrates was born is 


209» 
«cau 


Use the following information to answer question 17. 


In Ancient Greece, 


* peasants and slaves wore short chitons 
e male citizens wore long chitons that were the natural colour of the wool 
* wealthy people wore chitons that were bleached white or dyed bright colours 


Which of the following inferences about clothing in Ancient Greece is best supported 
by the information above? 


A. People wore fashionable clothing. 

B. People were able to weave their own clothing. 
C. Clothing was made from the finest materials. 
D. Clothing was one way of distinguishing class. 


20 


18. 


19. 


20. 


Use the following map to answer question 18. 


On the map above, the location of the capital of Canada is shown by the letter 
A. U 

B 
C. 
D 


si < 


A person who is elected as the head of a city council is called a 


A.  reeve 

B. mayor 

C. premier 
D. councillor 


Two democratic rights that Canadians have are the right to 


A. obey laws and the right to vote 

B.  voteand the right to free speech 

C.  paytaxes and the right to obey laws 

D. resolve issues and the right to conduct surveys 
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21. 


22. 


23. 


Use the following information to answer question 21. 


In a particular new community, there are no parks or recreation facilities. The 
residents hold a public meeting and elect a committee that will try to raise 
funds to help build these facilities. 


Which of the following courses of action would be best for the committee to take? 


A. Advertise for private donations 

B. Present a financial plan to the local town council 

C. Write the premier requesting money and wait for a reply 

D. Build the facilities and then ask the government for financial help 


Which of the following areas are the responsibility of provincial governments? 


A. Health care and education 

B. Daycare and fire protection 

C. Fisheries and public libraries 

D. Postal delivery and child welfare 


To pay for services, the federal government raises money through 


A. political fundraisers 
B. private donations 
C. exports 

D. taxes 
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24. 


25, 


Use the following information to answer questions 24 to 26. 


A town council is considering building an entertainment complex. The complex 
would have facilities for art, drama, and music. Here are four speakers' 
comments on the issue. 


Speaker I 


“I believe that there are not enough entertainment 
facilities in our community. The town council should 
build more of these types of complex for community 
members." 


Speaker II 


“I don't like the idea of having this complex beside my 
house. I think that this will lead to more traffic, which 
will increase the possibility of traffic accidents in my 
neighbourhood." 


Speaker III 


Speaker IV 


“I am convinced that this entertainment complex would 
mean more business for store owners in our 
community." 


“According to the most recent financial report, our town 
council does not have enough money to support the 
complex. Ithink it would be a waste of money to build 
this complex." 


Which speaker uses a fact to support an opinion? 


A. Speaker I 
B. Speaker II 
C. Speaker III 
D. Speaker IV 


Which of the following two speakers most clearly agree about the entertainment 


complex? 


sos» 


Speakers I and II 
Speakers I and III 
Speakers II and III 
Speakers III and IV 
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26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


Which of the speakers will be directly affected by the building of the complex? 


A. Speaker I 
B. Speaker II 
C. Speaker III 
D. Speaker IV 


Which of the following words is used to describe the attempts of special interest 
groups to influence government decisions? 


A. Consulting 
B. Surveying 
C. Lobbying 
D. Debating 


A person who is elected in a provincial election in Alberta becomes a 


mayor 

councillor 

member of Parliament 

member of the legislative assembly 


209» 


Which of the following services is the responsibility of local government? 


Health care 

Postal services 
Social services 
Garbage collection 


eos» 


Which of the following methods would be the best method for citizens to take in 
order to influence councillors to vote for or against a proposed bylaw? 


Circulate a petition 

Join a political party 
Introduce another new law 
Write a letter to the editor 


SAMS 
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31. 


32. 


Use the following information to answer questions 31 and 32. 


Here are four citizens' comments on democracy in Canada. 


“Citizens have the right to communicate with their elected 
representatives to let their views be heard. There have 
been situations in which special interest groups have 
influenced government." 


Citizen I 


“Peaceful protests are the best way for citizens to voice their 


Citizen II 55 
concern to government. 


“The government needs to keep order. Last week, I read 


Cangen It about a protest that led to property damage.” 


“Citizens are not provided with enough time to express their 
Citizen IV thoughts in town-hall meetings. It is important that they 
are provided with enough time to express their thoughts.” 


Which two citizens support their opinions with a fact? 


Citizens I and II 
Citizens I and III 
Citizens II and IV 
Citizens III and IV 
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Which two citizens most clearly agree on the issue of citizen participation in 
government? | 


Citizens I and III 
Citizens I and IV 
Citizens II and III 
Citizens II and IV 


2099» 
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33. 


34. 


0? 


Use the following map to answer question 33. 


0° 30° 60° 90? 120° 150° 180° 150° 120° 90? 60° 30? 


OS Jf j X 
we / 


i 
een 


PACIFIC OCEAN 


A \ X \ / y, p 


rng -30° 60° 90° 120° 150° 180* 150° 120° 90° 


60° 


30° 


What is the approximate location of Winnipeg, Canada? 


A. 
B. 
C. 
D 


A motion that is voted on and passed by a city council may become a 


A. 
B. 
C. 
D 


50?N 80°W 
50°N 100°W 
80°N 50°W 
100°N 50°W 


petition 
debate 
bylaw 
survey 
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0° 


Use the following maps to answer questions 35 and 36. 


MapI 


People per square km 
©] 0-9 

[7] 10-99 

Bi 100+ 


China landforms 


em Mountains: 
over 5 000 metres 


E Mountains/plateaus: 
2 000-5 000 metres 


Mountains/plateaus: 
500-2 000 metres 


Hills: 
200- 500 metres 
= 


Plains: 
up to 200 metres 
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35. 


36. 


According to information in the two maps, the most densely populated areas of China 
are the 


hills and plains 

plains and plateaus 
hills and mountains 
mountains and plateaus 


Tel 


From the information in the two maps, it can be inferred that the low population 
density of western China is a result of the 


lack of rain 

cold climate 

high mountains 
shortage of rivers 


2709» 
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37. 


38. 


Use the following information to answer questions 37 to 39. 


A new, six-lane highway is being built near a large city in China. Four 
different people were asked for their opinions about the construction of the 
highway. Their comments are given below. 


“The highway will allow me to deliver my produce faster. I 
Speaker I believe that less of my produce will spoil on the way to 
market." 


“I don't like the idea of a new highway. The highway is 
Speaker II being built through my farmland. I will have to move to 
a different location." 


“China is modernizing. Building a new highway will now 
Speaker III allow us to transport our products to the cities and also to 
other countries." 


“For generations, my family has farmed as our ancestors 
Speaker IV did. I have concerns that the new highway will create more 
pollution, and that will mean we will be unable to farm as 
our ancestors did." 


Which speaker expresses a concern about the environment? 


A. Speaker I 
B. Speaker II 
C. Speaker III 
D. Speaker IV 


Which speakers would most likely support the use of new technology? 


A. Speakers I and III 
B. Speakers I and IV 
C. Speakers II and III 
D. Speakers II and IV 
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39. 


40. 


41. 


The speakers’ comments reflect mainly a conflict between 


tradition and change 
lifestyle and customs 
technology and industries 
security and development 
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Use the following information to answer question 40. 


In China, many young people want to own more luxury items such as colour 
televisions, while older people tend to save their money. 


Which of the following statements 1s supported by the information above? 


Traditional values are changing in China. 

Traditional values have been maintained in China. 

In China, young people value the traditional way of life. 

In China, young and old people feel the same way about traditions. 


SOR > 


Use the following information to answer question 41. 


It has been predicted that 
* current construction projects in China will destroy large areas of farmland 


* by the year 2030, China will need to purchase all of the extra grain available 
in the world 


Which of the following inferences is supported by the information above? 


China uses less terracing than other countries. 

China will be developing new natural resources. 

China will be short of agricultural land in the future. 
China is the most densely populated country in the world. 
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42. 


43. 


44. 


Use the following information to answer question 42. 


Dr. Mackenzie “I went to Heilongjiang where I learned more about 
Alberta acupuncture and herbal medicine from Dr. Wong. 
Now that I am back in Alberta, I can use my new 
skills with my patients." 


Dr. Wong *During my visit to Alberta, I will study Western 
Heilongjiang medical practices with Dr. Mackenzie. When I 
return home, I will teach other doctors what I have 
learned." 


. The exchange of information referred to by the two doctors can be best described as a 


sharing of 

A. tourism and trade 

B. beliefs and customs 

C. language and culture 

D. knowledge and traditions 


Which of the following statements provides the best reason why Canada and China 
are becoming more interdependent? 


Canadians are learning Chinese languages. 

Trade between the two countries is increasing. 

Chinese tourists are visiting Canada more often than they did previously. 
New technology has increased communication between the two countries. 


enm» 


Which of the following groups contains only Pacific Rim countries? 


Canada, Mexico, and France 

Canada, Japan, and Great Britain 

The United States, Mexico, and Australia 

The United States, South Korea, and Germany 


209» 


3l 


Use the following information to answer question 45. 


West China 


* 53% of China's land area 
* 596 of China's population lives here 


South China 


North China 


45. 


China's regions? 


A. 


Percentage of 
total land area 


Percentage of 
total land area 


Graph I 
West South 
China China 

Region 

Graph III 
West | South 
China China 

Region 


North 
China 


North 
China 
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* 28% of China's land area 
* 60% of China's population lives here 


* 1995 of China's land area 
* 3596 of China's population lives here 


B. 


Percentage of 
total land area 


Percentage of 


total land area 


Which of the following graphs represents the percentage of total land area in each of 


Graph II 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
0 
West South North 
China China China 
Region 
Graph IV 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
0 
West South North 
China China China 
Region 
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47. 


48. 


Similar crops can be grown in northern China and in Western Canada mainly because 
these areas have similar 


customs 
climates 
lifestyles 
technologies 


dox 


The main reason for twinning cities, towns, and schools in Canada and China is to 
encourage people to 


trade services 

maintain their traditional values 

promote tourism between countries 

develop an understanding of each other's country 


709» 


In recent years, agricultural production in China has improved mainly because of 
changes in 


A. resources 
B. manpower 
C. technology 
D. occupations 
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49. 


50. 


Use the following information to answer questions 49 and 50. 


* Air and water pollution are on the rise in eastern China. 
* China needs to build more highrises to provide housing for the growing 
population. 


* Chinese doctors work hard to learn medical techniques. 
* Completion of the Three Gorges Dam will force millions of people to 
find a new place to live. 


Which of the following inferences is supported by the information above? 


China has a shortage of housing. 
China has a lack of medical care. 
China has a lack of skilled workers. 
China has a shortage of raw materials. 
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The most appropriate title for this information 1s 


"Solutions to Issues in China" 
"Technology and Sharing of Ideas" 
"Challenges Faced by China Today" 
“Needs Met by Government Support” 
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Questions 35 and 36 


Credits 


From Life in Changing China 1st edition by TRUDIE BONBERNARD. 
© 1987. Reprinted with permission of Nelson, a division of Thomson 
Learning: www.thomsonrights.com. 

Fax 800 730-2215. 


35 


